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Tsunami and How it affects me!
By KC Ung
The ECHOS believes that no one was not affected by the Tsunami.

This Japanese word, though already anglicized in the Oxford English Dictionary, remained in its voluminous recesses, unknown and unheard of to the majority of mainstream English learners and speakers in the Indian Ocean rim. The last recorded tsunami of major significance occurred in 1998 off the coast of Papua New Guinea creating 10m waves. The earthquakes that caused it were of magnitude 7.0 on the Richter Scale and it killed 6,000 people. Though Malaysia is near to the region, hardly any one paid serious attention to it. It was too far “distant” and it did not affect me!

In 1976 Tsunamis hit the Philippines killing over 5000 people. But we in Malaysia were not affected by it. No, the tsunami did not affect me!

The greatest recorded earthquake of magnitude 9.5 on the Richter scale in the 20th century on May 22, 1960 off the coast of south central Chile generated a Pacific-wide tsunami, killing people in Chile, Hawaii, Japan and other countries. But either I have not heard of it or I have forgotten it, and I was not that small, not to know or understand it. Somehow it did not impress my mind.

But the Tsunami of December 26, 2004 was different. Image after tragic image of its destructive onslaught, pushing everything in front and converting it into debris, picture after picture of the horrendously devastated, the horror and the blank stare of the victims, the helpless gestures of lost hope among the survivors, the complete razing of anything standing, shot through the TV monitor, jumped out from the newspapers and billboards to penetrate deep into each of our mental faculties – how could I not be affected! 

Thus, two days after the incident, I sent out email to the Penang Assembly Partnership (PAP) members proposing to them to launch a Penang Assembly Tsunami Relief Fund (PATRF). Wong Ee Ling from Sungai Ara Gospel Hall immediately volunteered to be the Treasurer. Wong Chee Seng, elder of Island Glades Gospel Centre, offered the use of their assembly account for the Fund, and Prof. Poh Bo Long, their treasurer, came forward voluntarily to administer the Fund. Edward Low, elder of Sungei Nibong Gospel Hall committed the assembly to a contribution of at least RM5,000.00 for the Fund. Thus, the Fund was launched. I thank God for them without whose help the Fund would not have been launched.

By virtue of my being Chairman of the Mission Committee, I took advantage of The ECHOS partnership with other missionaries to get their help to contact relief workers/agencies/assemblies to send funds to. I would like to place on record the sincere thanks of the PATRF Committee to The ECHOS Mission Committee for allowing The ECHOS to be a platform to present their statement of accounts, reports, etc.  

The next two weeks saw the coordination of efforts to get the Fund running – requests were made to the prayer-partners of The ECHOS for on-the-ground reports, bank account numbers to tele transfer the funds to their destinations at the shortest possible period, circulation of these reports and updates to all Penang assembly leaders and members, and instructions on how they could forward the funds to us. In spite of being caught in the midst of all these, I had to take leave of absence for almost a week, when I had to fulfil my ministerial obligations at Bangsar Gospel Centre, Nilai Gospel Chapel and Kepong Gospel Chapel.

Still the Lord was wonderful, and the PATRF Committee functioned well. Just after the first week, RM10,000.00 was sent to the Christian Missions Charitable Trusts (CMCT) in Chennai. Dr. Colleen Redit and her staff were kept busy ministering to the needs of parents of the CMCT children and others in the slum area who lost all their homes and belongings when the Coovam River overflowed its banks. There were hundreds of destitute homeless people camping outside the CMCT building waiting for relief. 

Another RM10,000.00 was sent to Bethesda Gospel Hall in Sri Lanka to relieve assembly believers who were fishermen and who lost their homes and gear while they were in church remembering the Lord. Hardly any lives were lost because they remembered their Lord. I thank Peter Ferry for helping me establish contact with their elder, Rajeev Nicholas.

In the second week, another RM10,000.00 was sent to New Hope Ministries where Roger Dahlberg and the native workers all over India, Sri Lanka and Bangladesh were labouring feverishly to literally “rescue the perishing” as the words of the famous hymn go. 

In two Sundays, at short notice, the assemblies and individual believers in Penang collected nearly RM30,000.00. Batu Gajah Gospel Hall heard of this Fund, and they too contributed generously towards it, likewise Malacca Gospel Chapel.

The Fund closed on the 23rd with a total collection of just over RM50,000.00. Another RM10,000.00 was sent to Grace International Ministries (GIM) in Indonesia c/o Chuck Harrison as GIM sends out its staff to give aid to the believers especially at Nias, an island off Sumatra. SV Ramalingam, elder and missionary, from Bethesda Hall Ang Mo Kio Singapore, has a ministry there and he visits the believers there regularly. At the time of the tsunami, he and some villagers there were caught without food for two days. Finally, Ramalingam managed to get out and take a flight back to Singapore to the relief of many prayer-partners who were praying for him. A month later, he was back there to supervise rehabilitation operations.

Today, two months after the tsunami, many Christian service agencies are busily involved in the reconstruction work. Thousands lost their homes, properties, possessions and whatever they had. The time has come for them to build their lives and careers afresh. They can only do so if given some initial assistance. This is long-term aid and relief. For those who want to donate, you can contact the Malaysian Missionary Services (MMS) who are working hand in hand with other Christian agencies all over the world. MMS can be contacted at 55, Jalan PJS 11/9 Bandar Sunway, 46150 Petaling Jaya, Selangor D.E.

The ECHOS does not have the space to record the voluminous correspondence and updates associated with the PATRF. A Statement of Gifts Received and Sent is filed for record purposes. Acknowledgements of these gifts are also given. [See Profile 7] For reports of the situation at that time, please refer to the Penang assembly elders or see Profile 1. We thank all prayer partners in the Penang Assemblies, Batu Gajah Gospel Hall and Malacca Gospel Chapel for their participation. 

Soon the Tsunami will be forgotten. Let us seek to hear what God’s Spirit is seeking to say to us in His still small whisper over the stormy tsunami waves. It is a wakeup call. Let us be watching, praying and working – the night is far spent and the day is at hand. Let us be ready. 

The Tsunami indeed has affected me in my outlook in life, in my lifestyle, in my relationships, in my ministry, in my perspective of time – its uncertainty, its urgency, its brevity. Has it affected you?

Boast not thyself of tomorrow;

for thou knowest not what a day may bring forth.

Proverbs 27:1

He which testifieth these things saith, 

Surely I come quickly. Amen.

Even so, come, Lord Jesus.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.

    Rev. 22:20, 21
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